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Chapter 33 

 

TRIBUTES  

 

Acknowledgement of the Original 

Owners of the Land 

 

On 27 September 1998, the congregation 

of St. Luke’s held a ceremony to mark 

the unveiling of a plaque mounted on a 

rock placed in the south garden on the 

Barrabool Road frontage of the church. 

 

The Rev. Alan Hardie and Mrs L Lane, 

archaeologist, who had provided the 

historical information about the 

Wataurung Tribe, which inhabited this 

place for many generations before 

European settlement, conducted the 

ceremony. 

 

 
 

Above: Mrs L Lane, archeologist and the 

Rev. Alan Hardie at the unveiling of the 

plaque recognizing the original owners 

of the church land. 

 

 
 

Above: Photo of the rock and plaque. 

 

The wording on the plaque reads as 

follows 

 

 

THE PEOPLE OF ST. LUKE’S 

ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 

THE WUDTAURUNG CLAN OF 

THE WATUARUNG TRIBE 

INHABITED THIS PLACE FOR 

MANY GENERATIONS BEFORE 

EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT 

 

 

Tributes 

 

Ian Allan 

Throughout the history of any 

organization, certain names appear 

frequently.  One such name is that of Ian 

Allan.  When Ian and his parents Bill and 

Nellie Allan first attended services at the 

Highton Methodist Church in 1949 there 

were less than 30 members on the roll.  

Ian has given much of his time and 

talents to the church over the past 50 plus 

years.  His warm Christian influence has 

been a contributing factor to his role as 

Sunday school teacher, superintendent of 

the Sunday school, and Youth Club 

leader.  His practical abilities have been 

invaluable to many church committees 

such as the Methodist Leaders’ 

Meetings, the Methodist Men's Society, 

St. Luke’s Outreach Committee, the 

Refugee Resettlement Committee, and 

Student Youth Housing. 

 

Right: Mr. Ian 

Allan 

 

Ian was a St. 

Luke’s Elder 

for eight years, 

and continues 

to participate in 

Pastoral Care.  

He was a 

member of the 

Parish Council, 
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and has been a member of the 

Property/Finance Committee, now the 

Resources Ministry Team, for over 40 

years. 

 

Ian has been a member of the committee 

and president of St. Luke’s Preschool 

Committee for many years.  His 

background knowledge and practical 

work for the Preschool has made it a 

pleasant and safe environment for 

generations of children.  Among Ian's 

many virtues are his constancy and 

reliability.  If he says he will do a task or 

be somewhere at an appointed time, 

assuredly he will be there.  We give 

thanks to God for men like Ian Allan. 

 

 

Clive Champion 

The following is a Minute of 

Appreciation affirmed by the Church 

Council on June 20, 2006. 

 

“St. Luke’s Church Council 

acknowledges with appreciation, the 

service of Clive Champion as Elder, 

Pastoral Visitor and Councillor over 

thirty years.  Clive was one of the forty-

three elders commissioned to form the 

first St. Luke’s Elders' Council in 1977 

when the Uniting Church came into 

being.  Prior to that he had been an elder 

in the Methodist-Presbyterian Co-

operating Parish.  As well as being an 

Elder, he was a member of the Parish 

Council and St. Luke’s Council after 

parishes ceased to exist as a council 

structure.  When elders were replaced by 

'Leaders', Clive continued as one of the 

sixteen St. Luke’s Leaders until his 

recent resignation, We do not overlook 

the strong support of his wife Joyce, both 

being active links in St. Luke’s Prayer 

Chain, Bible Study weekly meetings at 

their home for many years, and pastoral 

visitation. 

The Council wishes them God's 

blessings as they move into retirement 

village life.” 

Des & Dorothy Bath 

Des and his wife Dorothy have been 

faithful members of St. Luke’s since 

1960, and are a great source of 

knowledge about the church - both past 

and present.  Des was the congregational 

and Parish treasurer and also secretary of 

the Parish Council for many years.  He 

looked after the church rolls and was a 

member of the Property-Finance 

Committee. 

 

His current title is Church Office 

Manager, and he is responsible for 

arranging rosters, producing the weekly 

notice sheets and the power point 

presentation for the services.  He also 

assists with the production of the “Link” 

magazine as a member of the 

Communication Ministry Team. 

 

 
 

Above:  Des Bath in the church office. 

 

 
 

Above: One of the many beautiful flower 

arrangements provided by Dorothy Bath. 
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Dorothy uses her talent of floral art in the 

church, and it is always evident when she 

has arranged the flowers in the sanctuary 

- particularly on special celebration days 

in the church calendar.  Dorothy also 

encourages other ladies in the 

congregation to join the flower-arranging 

roster. 

 

It is committed members of the church 

like Des and Dorothy Bath that provide 

stability, experience, fellowship and 

service, while at the same time, giving 

invaluable assistance to our ministers.  

 

Norman & Vera McDonald 

The contribution and generosity of 

Norman and Vera McDonald has been 

mentioned elsewhere, and St. Luke’s was 

fortunate to have such devoted servants. 

The following tributes tell of their 

community and church involvement and 

this article was printed in the Belmont 

News on 22 February 1966.  

  

“Tribute to Norman McDonald 

Mr McDonald, a resident of South 

Valley Road Highton died yesterday 

after a short illness.  He was 64.  He 

leaves his wife Mrs Vera McDonald.  

More than 500 people attended the 

funeral at the Highton Methodist 

Church.  In tribute to his 20 years as 

captain of the Highton Fire Brigade, 

Mr McDonald was accorded a full 

fireman's funeral, an honour usually 

reserved for members of urban 

brigades.  The church was packed and 

the former minister Rev. S Box 

returned from Sale to officiate at the 

service together with the present 

minister, Rev. David Pentecost.  Mr 

McDonald gave a lifetime of service to 

the Highton District.  There was 

hardly an organisation with which he 

was not connected.  He was a past 

president and life member of the 

Highton Progress Association, a 

foundation member and treasurer of 

the Highton Red Cross, and he was 

closely associated with the Highton 

Preschool Centre.  He was active in 

almost every organisation of the 

Highton Methodist Church.  He and 

his wife were responsible for the 

construction of the church fellowship 

room.  In his younger days Mr 

McDonald was a keen cricketer.” 

 

 
 

Above: Mr Norm McDonald 

 

The following excerpt appeared in the 

October 1985 Parish News.   

 

“Vera McDonald 

Vera was born on 2 October 1897 - 

died 31 July 1985.  Vera's parents 

were Harriet and John Harrison of 

"Ferndale", a property on Mt.  

Pleasant Road, Highton.  Vera became 

an active member of the Highton 

Methodist Church.  She was a Sunday 

School teacher and inspired all who 

were fortunate to be her pupils.  In 

1939 Vera married Norman 

McDonald and she came to live in a 

new home in South Valley Road.  She 

was an active member of the 

Methodist Christian Endeavour 

Society; Highton Ladies’ Guild, Red 

Cross; Ministering Children’s League; 

Country Women’s Association; CWA 
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Highton Choir; Geelong Agricultural 

Society Ladies Committee; Women’s 

Christian Temperance Union; Senior 

Citizens Welfare Association; Order of 

Sons of Temperance.  Vera's funeral 

service was conducted by Rev. Bob 

Patterson with the eulogy and 

proclamation given by a former 

minister of the church, Rev. Steve 

Box.”   

 

 
 

Above: Mrs Vera McDonald 

 

Wes & Joan Marshman 

Wes & Joan came to Highton as newly 

weds in 1954 and soon became active 

members of the Highton Methodist 

Church.   

 

Wes taught in the Sunday school then 

became superintendent and Youth Club 

leader.  He was a member and secretary 

of the Church Trust and later a member 

of the Property Board.   

 

Wes and Joan were both elders, and Wes 

was convenor of the Worship Committee 

and a lay preacher.  They both enjoyed 

playing badminton with the church teams 

in the hall. 

 

Wes was previously one of the church 

organists, and his love of music is still 

expressed as a member of the choir.  

Currently he and Joan also enjoy singing 

with the Praise and Worship group.   

 

Joan was a member of the Ladies’ 

Evening Fellowship and the Evening 

Craft Group, and a formation member of 

the South Barwon Uniting Mission 

Group. 

 

Wes and Joan are examples of Jesus’s 

teaching of lay ministry and love.  An 

additional expression of their Christian 

ministry and service is their involvement 

in the organization of the midweek 

service for older members of the 

congregation. 

 

 
 

Above: Wes & Joan Marshman 

 

Ivan & Lila Stanway 

Ivan and Lila are devoted and constant 

members of St. Luke’s.   

 

Ivan has contributed his administrative 

skills to the smooth running of St. Luke’s 

as an executive member of the Property-

Finance Committee, later renamed the 

Resource Ministry team, and as a 

member of the Church Council. 

 

Ivan has always participated in working 

bees and he is one of the operators of the 

sound system during services. He has     

also   acted   as   an   auditor for various 

church groups.  We thank you and salute 

you Ivan. 
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Lila Stanway has been an inspiration to 

everyone at St. Luke’s.  Despite health 

problems, Lila has been a constant 

member at UCAF meetings and was the 

treasurer for fifteen years.  Lila 

accompanies Ivan to every service and 

fund raising effort at St. Lukes, and we 

are thankful for inspirational people like 

Lila.  

 

 
 

Above L-R: Keith Ash, Lila & Ivan 

Stanway 

 

Alf Swan 

Alf Swan has been a faithful, respected 

and caring member of St. Luke’s since 

1974. 

 

As recorded, he was an Elder for 26 

years and is a continuing member of the 

Pastoral Care Ministry.  He was 

Chairman of the Council of Elders for 5 

years, Chairman of the Congregational 

Meetings for 10 years, and Chairman of 

Parish Council for a lengthy period. 

 

Apart from those leadership tasks, 

performed with Christian integrity, 

tolerance and good humour, Alf's love of 

music is demonstrated regularly as either 

a member of the choir, or playing the 

organ or piano for services.  He has also 

been Choir Master at St. Luke’s and 

enjoys singing with the International 

Harvester Choir. 

He has always been prepared to play a 

leading and guiding role in organizations 

such as the Glastonbury Child and 

Family Services Board, and was 

Chairman of the Board of Uniting Care 

Concern for 9 years.  Alf and his wife 

Helen have for some years organized an 

annual Christmas collection and 

distribution of gifts and toys to 

underprivileged Geelong children. 

 

Since 2001, Alf has been coordinator of 

the Concern Opportunity Shop in 

Highton.  The shop called ‘First Options’ 

raises many thousands of dollars a year 

for welfare through Concern. 

 

The list goes on and Alf and Helen are 

always busy, working without acclaim, 

providing hospitality and friendship and 

setting an example of Christian love. 

 

 
 

Above: Alf & Helen Swan. 

 

Eric & Patti Tinney 

Eric was a visionary.  Impatient to see 

his visions realised. Always motivated 

by his stated belief in “an uncontrollable 

response to the Spirit of God.  It is God 

active in our lives, prodding, leading, 

challenging, encouraging.  It is the Holy 

Spirit working on and in our lives, 

holding dialogue with us, helping us see 
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what needs to be addressed, what hurts, 

and what awaits healing.” Eric was also 

capable of enthusing others to help turn 

the visions into realities.  This is evident 

in the programs listed below which Eric 

either instigated or participated in. 

 

The following is an outline of some of 

the programs that Eric worked on in 

conjunction with St. Luke’s Outreach 

Committee. 

 

The Kardinia Children’s Home in 

Belmont where Patti Tinney recalls 

“Australian flavoured dinners with Vince 

Ross and Eric playing and singing early 

Australian folk songs”.  Vince Ross and 

his wife Enid were Cottage Parents at 

Kardinia for four years.   

 

The Resource Office for the Unemployed 

and an Ironing Service as well as Barwon 

Prison Visitation and Mall Outreach. 

 

The Committee for the Settlement of 

Asian Refugees.  Eric's leadership and 

long-term commitment to this “all 

consuming mission” is described more 

fully in the chapter on Outreach. 

 

A Vegetable Garden at Lara.  In 1982, 

Eric Tinney had a vision to help his 

refugee friends grow vegetables on a 

large scale at Lara.  The idea was to 

create employment, experience and 

dignity for the refugees.  This was a 

short-term venture, as some of the men 

found work at the Ford Motor Company.   

 

Eric and Patti were also active members 

of Gideons International for many years.  

Patti carries on this valuable work.  

 

Teaching in Thailand.  In 1984, Eric and 

Patti Tinney flew to Thailand “for a new 

experience as aliens in a different 

culture”.  Eric's contract was to teach 

dental students and to assist with the 

maxilla-facial surgery in the medical 

hospital for two years. 

 
 

Above: Eric’s dental students at Prince 

of Sangklah University at Hatyai, 

Thailand 1987 

 

Eric's greatest supporter was his wife 

Patti, a loving steadfast Christian lady.  

She was the most popular 'farung' 

(foreigner) on campus, especially for her 

English classes.  In an article written by 

Eric during their Thailand experience, he 

wrote, “Patti is a 'natural”.  She goes 

straight in, casually starts talking 'garden' 

to peasants and professors alike, at the 

same time, shoving bits of stick into the 

warm, gravely soil She then spends the 

months ahead introducing all and sundry 

to her partner in the flower business - 

God”. 

 

The fourteen farewell dinner parties 

hosted by Thai colleagues, students and 

neighbours, affirmed the success of this 

venture. 

 

Vale: Eric Tinney went to meet his God 

in November 2002. 

 

 
 

Above: Eric & Patti Tinney 


