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Marion Stainsby 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & THANKS FOR PART 1 
 

History is a network, and I have learned from all of these people through conversations, letters, e-mails, 

scrap-books, notes, and unpublished talks and articles. There will be others whose names have 

unfortunately slipped through my filing system and patchy memory, but I owe thanks to them also. 

Where possible, I have checked their information; the responsibility for any errors is mine. 

 

Arthur Adcock 

Frank Adcock 

Terry Adcock 

Ian Allan 

Amanda 

Valerie Beers 
Marlene Bens 

Lorna Burger 

Ruth Boyd 

Judith Briggs 

Philip Brown 

Christine Cann 

Dale Carroll 

Dawn Cowley 

Ada Cox 

Ray Croot 

John Cross 
Joyce Cummings 

Mary Dawson 

Betty Feith 

Carole Findlay 

Prue Firth 

Alexia Fry 

Gail 

Robyn Gross 

William Hammond 

Pauline Hendrie 

Ross Hill 

Graham Hobbs 
Roy Holden 

Renate Howe 

Lorraine Huddle 

Ann Hurley 

David Ireson 

Pam Jennings 

Betty Johns 

Robert M Johns 

Phyllis Jones 

Jenny Joyce 

Carol Jell 

Roy Lang 

Winnie Lawry 

J C Lawton 
Joyce Leigh 

Pannell Leigh 

R J Leigh 

Ron Leigh 

Heather Le Griffon 

Miriel Lenore 

Norm Lyons 

Stewart McAdam 

Gaylene McCooey 

Elaine Mary Mcnie 

Alywne Merritt 
Peter Mansfield 

John Maris 

Dorothy Moore 

Colin Mountjoy 

Max Mountjoy 

Marie Muller 

Sandra Murphy 

Ronald Nelson 

Wynsome Penn 

Trevor Pescott 

Janette Pfeifer 

Lorraine Phelan 
Ian Pooley 

Mr & Mrs Hedley Pott 

Kay Preston 

Beverley Pullen 

Andy Rankin 

Albert Renshaw 

Richard Sansom 

Shane Sawyer 

Elsie Scholes 

Lella Scholes 

Lilian Scholes 

Gladys Seaton 

Darcy Seller 

Susan Slater 
Ian Smissen 

Christine Smith 

Joan Smith 

Lynden Smith 

Martin Smith 

Pat Stanley 

Elsie Stephens 

Paul Stephens 

Barbara Stephenson 

Heather Stevens 

Margaret Stickland 
Natalie Stone 

Winston Sunderland 

Alf Swan 

Eric Thomas 

Corinne Thompson 

Ray Thorne 

Graeme Trewin 

Amanda Whiting 

Betty Wall 

Rex Wall 

Fred Walter 

Reg Walter 
Bill Willett 

Brian Williams 

Ian Williams 

Jean Williams 

Wendy Windmill 

Ian Wynd, May Young 

Susie Zada 

Ailsa Zainu’ddin  

 

Archives of St Luke’s Uniting Church, Highton 
 

Highton Wesleyan Methodist Church 

Committee Minutes 1867-1918 (including some Trustee and Sunday School meetings) 

Accounts 1860-1877, 1888-1929 

Cash Book 1873-1945 

Sunday School Committee minutes 1884-1906 

Sunday School Roll 1889-1908 

Sunday School Library Register 1891-1899 

Highton Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavour 1894-1904 

1896 -1906 Leaders’ Meeting Minutes 

Trustee Meeting Minutes 1919-1944. 
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Archives of Lydiard Street Methodist (now Uniting) Church, Ballarat. 

 

Victorian Land Records 

 

Victorian Land Records (Office of the Registrar General (Old General Law), Department of 
Sustainability and Environment, State Library, VicImage): grants, conveyances, search notes, maps, 

aerial photographs 

Geelong rate books – Kardinia Ward. 

  

English County Record Offices 

 

Devon Record Office 
Dorset Record Office 

 

Papers 

 

Geelong Advertiser 

The Geelong Methodist: The journal of the Geelong Methodist Churches 

The Wesleyan Chronicle 

News of the Week 

 

Publications and Unpublished Theses 

 

Anon: Geelong - Past and Present, Geelong, 1891. 

Rev. A E Bell: Yesterday’s Dream – Tomorrow’s Vision? A History of the South Geelong Uniting 

Church – formerly a Wesleyan Methodist Cause 1838-1990. 

Rev. C Irving Benson (ed,): A Century of Victorian Methodism, Melbourne, 1835 

Bettina M Blackall: Batesford and its Early Families, Batesford, 1991. 

Revs W L Blamires & John B Smith: The Early Story of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Victoria: 

A Jubilee Volume, Melbourne, 1886. 

Geoffrey Blainey: The Heyday of the Churches in Victoria (lecture), Uniting Church Historical Society, 

Melbourne, 1985 
J H Bottrell: ‘Highton History: Early Days of the Methodist Church’, Geelong Advertiser 12 

November 1927.  

J H Bottrell: ‘Beautiful Highton: Its Early History – The Village over the River’, ‘Geelong Advertiser 

Saturday 10 January 1931. 

Ian Bradley: Abide with Me; The World of Victorian Hymns, London, 1997. 

Philip L Brown: Clyde Company Papers, Oxford, 1941-1971. 

W R Brownhill: The History of Geelong and Corio Bay, Geelong 1955 & 1990. 

Margaret Frewin & Lorraine Phelan: Churches of Geelong & District: Vol. 1, Pre-1900 Geelong & 

District, Geelong, (n.d.) 

Lexie Fry & June Winter: Germantown Wesleyan Church 1853 to Grovedale Uniting Church 1978,? 

G 

Elsie Harrison: Son To Susanna; The Private Life of John Wesley, London, 1937. 
Geelong Family History Group: Mysteries, Motives and Murders of East Geelong & District 1839-

1887, Geelong, 2001.  

Geelong Historical Society (ed.): The Early Days of Highton and Belmont, Geelong 1982 [contains 

two article published in the Geelong Advertiser by ‘An Old Geelongite”, September 7, 1929, and by 

J.H.Bottrell, January 10, 1931, reprinted with illustrations, plans, and notes].  

Renate Howe: The Wesleyan Church in Victoria, 1855-1901: Its Ministry and Membership (M.A. 

thesis), University of Melbourne, 1965 

George Jones: Growing Together: A gardening History of Geelong – Extending to Colac and 

Camperdown, Belmont, 1984. 

Heather Le Griffon: Campfires at the Cross: An Account of the Bunting Dale Aboriginal Mission 

1839-1851 at Birregurra, near Colac, Victoria: with a biography of Francis Tuckfield,  North 
Melbourne, 2006. 

R J Leigh (M P Leigh, ed.): An Invitation to the Centenary of Methodism in Highton 1853-1953: 

Centenary Souvenir Programme; Brief History and Important Events, Geelong, 1953 
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Diahhn McIntosh: Greystanes: a Conservation Analysis (Architectural thesis 1989), Deakin 

University, 1990 

W J Morrow & I Wynd (comp.): Geelong Hotels and Their Licensees, Geelong, 1996. 

R A Nicholls (comp.): A History of Highton and Its School, Geelong, 1970. 

W J Palamountain: A.R.Edgar: A Methodist Greatheart; The Life Story of Alexander Robert 

 Edgar who founded the Central Mission, Melbourne, Melbourne, 1933. 
John Pescott (comp.): South Barwon 1837-1985: Commissioned in the year of Victoria’s 150th 

Anniversary, 1985. 

Gladys Seaton: Model Borough; An Introduction to old Newtown and Chilwell, Geelong, 1983. 

Gladys Seaton: The Ashby Story: A History of Geelong West, Geelong, 1978. 

George J Stevenson: Memorials of the Wesley Family: Including Biographical and Historical 

 Sketches of All the Members of the Family for Two Hundred and Fifty Years, London,  1876. 

David Wild:  Tale of a City: Geelong 1850-1950, Melbourne, 1950. 

Ian Wynd: A Thoroughly Protestant Emigration – The Emigration Activities of the Rev.. Dr. J. D. Lang, 

Geelong, 2006. 

Ian Wynd: Balla-wein: A history of the Shire of Bellarine, Drysdale, 1988. 

Ian Wynd : Barrabool: Land of the Magpie, Torquay, 1992. 

Ian Wynd: Geelong – The Pivot, Geelong, 1986. 
Ian Wynd: So Fine a Country: a History of the Shire of Corio, North Geelong, 1981. 

   

Internet Sites 

 

RootsWeb.com Sites: for Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Devon, Kent, Lancashire, Somerset, 

Yorkshire; the Mountjoy family; FreeBMD, FreeCEN, freepages genealogy, Cornwall Census project. 

Sites on Geelong; Mansfield; the Adcock family. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons): International Genealogical Index -

transcriptions of parish records ( http:// www.familysearch.org.) 

UKGenealogy (Nigel Batty-Smith). 

Findmypast.com (formerly 1837Online) 

Australian Dictionary of Biography - online edition. 

1891 Women’s Suffrage Petition site  - (http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/WomensPetition/) 

GoogleMaps 

Transcriptions and Indexes: of General Register Office, London; NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages; 

Registry of Births Deaths & Marriages, Victoria; Public Record Office of Victoria Susie Zades’ sites for 

Geelong & District: Book index, Cemeteries, Burials, etc. 
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Joan Smith 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & THANKS FOR PART 2 
 

It is impossible to mention all who have helped in the writing of this section of Steadfast Through 

Change.  It could be said that even the writer’s old school teachers who instilled in her a love of history 

and writing need to be acknowledged, but simply put the following acknowledgements pertain solely to 

this section of the book and the writer apologises most sincerely if someone has been omitted.  There 

could be come consolation as written in a line from Robert Browning’s poem ‘The Patriot’, “’Tis God 

shall repay: I am safer so”. 

 

“If we don’t learn from the past there’s no hope for the future.” 

 

People 

 

Mr Des Bath, Highton 

Mr Greg Baum, Freshwater Creek 

Mrs Florence Beck, Clifton Springs 

Professor Ian Breward, Uniting Church 

Archives Centre, Elsternwick 

Mrs Winsome Cations, Belmont 

Mr John Davey, Uniting Church in Australia, 

Synod of Vic. & Ts. Property Board 

Mrs Mary Dawson, Highton 

Mr & Mrs V Fitzgerald, Highton 
Ms Jennifer Gissing, State Library of Victoria, 

Australian Manuscripts Collection, Access 

Information Division 

Mr Tom Harding, Torquay 

Mrs Myrtle Harrison, Grovedale 

Mr Ian Lawrence, Highton 

Mr R J Leigh (Dec. 1955) 

Ms Heather Lyons, Highton 

Mr Stewart McAdam (Dec. 1996) 

Mrs Audrey McKenzie, Newtown 

Mr Don McKinnon, Wesley Church Archivist, 

Yarra Street, Geelong 

Mrs Wynsome Penn (Dec. 2006) 

Mrs Kay Preston, Highton 

Mr Graham Reid, Highton 

Mr Albert Renshaw, Geelong 

Mrs Christine Smith, Grovedale 
Mr Lynden Smith, Grovedale 

Mrs Marion Stainsby, Belmont 

Rev. Eric Thomas, Highton 

Ms Cheryl Timbury, Geelong Historical 

Centre 

Mrs Dawn Whitehead, Belmont 

Mrs Jean Williams, Belmont 

 

Special thanks to Mrs Christine Smith and Dr Peter Mansfield for editing this section (part 2) of 

‘Steadfast Through Change’. 

 

Books 

 

Rev. C Irving Benson (ed,): A Century of Victorian Methodism, Melbourne, 1835 

Rev. E Keith Ditterich: A Century of Methodism, 1958 

John Pescott (comp.): South Barwon 1837-1985, 1985. 

Methodist Church of Australasia, Ministerial Index: Ninth Edition, Revised to 1961 

Rev. Alan Walker: Heritage Without End,  

 

Journals & Booklets 

 

Centenary Souvenir Programme 1853-1953: Compiled by Mr R J Leigh & Miss Marion Leigh 

The Geelong Methodist Journal: Printed by Henry Thacker Pty. Ltd., 1921-1952 

 

Papers 

 

The Fete Chronicle: official organ of the Newtown Pastoral Fete Committee 28 Aug 1932 edition 

The Geelong Advertiser 

The Western Agriculturist 
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Jean Williams 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & THANKS FOR PART 3 
 

While recording this history it has not been possible to mention all the servants by name, or all of the 

past activities, and I seek reader's indulgence and understanding if I have omitted something important 

to you, or misinterpreted a minute book. 

 

I give thanks for those ministers and local preachers, who through the years have ministered to the 

Highton congregations.  To the faithful office bearers, organists, singers and all who have contributed to 

the worship; to the dedicated and energetic men and women who have established, maintained and 

beautified the sanctuary and those who have worked in all the diverse activities of the church.  Many are 

unknown to us, are known to God, and all have their reward      

 

Grateful Thanks to the Following People 

 

St Luke’s Church Council & the Resources Ministry Team: For support and for showing confidence 

in our ability to complete this history.  Also thanks for making funds available for computer related 

expenses during the preparation period. 

 

I am also indebted to the following people for contributing their knowledge and experiences.  Thank you 

for the research, advice, the stories, photos and information describing the collection of people, places 

and events that have become the history of St. Luke’s. 

 

Ian Allan 

Beth & Ken Allen 

Des Bath 

Ray Baverstock 

Professor Ian Breward 

Jack Cations 

Judy & Rod Clark 

Frances Crawford 

Carole & John Findlay 

Marjorie & Murdoch Findlay 

Rev. Rachel Franklin. 

Carlene & Peter Gill 

Colin Hunt 

Rev. A Hodgson 

Pam & Ian Hopper 

Joan Jackson 

Barbara & Ross Lamont 

Stephen Lamont 

Stewart McAdam 

Emily McCelland 

Noel McMillan 

Joyce MacRobbie 

Dr Peter Mansfield 

Joan & Wes Marshman 

Sid Olsen 

Wynsome Penn 

Dorothy & Les Perkins 

Lorraine Phelan 

Ian Pooley 

Graham & Pam Reid 

Rev. R Renton 

Sheridan Salmon 

Darcy Seller  

Pam & Mark Seller 

Christine Smith 

Joan Smith 

Marion Stainsby 

Ivan Stanway 

Alf Swan     

Dr Jill Tabart 

Rev. E Thomas 

Patti & Eric Tinney 

Rev. W. Trigg 

Jenni Verwoert 

Freddie & Dougal Weaver 

Brian Williams  

Chris Williams 

Evan Williams  

Members of the UCAF 

Members of the Ladies’ 

Evening Fellowship 
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